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CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION AMENDMENT BILL 2010 

Second Reading 
Resumed from 10 November. 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.47 pm]: Before I commence my second reading contribution, I 
acknowledge the wonderful students from Hawker Park Primary School in the gallery. It is lovely to see them 
today.  

The purpose of the Criminal Investigation Amendment Bill 2010 is to amend section 103 of the Criminal 
Investigation Act with a view to have suitably qualified nurses taking forensic samples of an intimate nature. The 
need is particularly in regional areas where access to GPs and people who can take these samples is limited. The 
Minister for Police, in presenting this legislation, gave the rationale as the need for this legislation the findings of 
the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee’s report tabled in this place in April 2008 entitled 
“Inquiry into the Prosecution of Assaults and Sexual Offences”. The minister was in fact a co-opted member of 
that committee and is aware of the recommendations. In the minister’s second reading speech, he says — 

The inquiry found that despite an obligation on hospitals to conduct medical forensic procedures, they 
are not always performed in regional areas. Gaps in services to remote and regional Western Australia 
mean that victims of sexual assaults in those areas uniquely suffer the impact of the assault in ways that 
victims of sexual assaults who reside in metropolitan Western Australia do not. The inquiry found that 
the deficit in services has led to significant shortfalls in the quality of forensic evidence, with negative 
outcomes on both victims and their cases. It also found that the compromise in the level of service 
delivery in remote and regional Western Australia is to the detriment of a consistent response to sexual 
assaults. 

The minister went on to say that in response to the recommendations of this inquiry, the bill would be about 
giving nurses the authority to take intimate samples and conduct internal procedures. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 9193.] 
 


